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EMERGENCY	PLANNING	AND	
COMMUNITY	RIGHT‐TO‐KNOW	
ACT

Background	and	Introduction
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Bhopal, India

Accidental Release of Methyl 
Isocyanate (MIC)

Institute, West Virginia

Release of same chemical within 
year of Bhopal, leading to:

Emergency Planning and 
Community Right‐to‐Know Act 
(EPCRA) (1986)

Background	and	Introduction
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Background	and	Introduction

Enacted as Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization 
Act (SARA), Title III

aka “EPCRA”

Two major sections:

 Emergency Planning

 Community Right‐to‐Know 
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Background	and	Introduction

Focus is on

 Supply Chain/Materials Management, not Hazardous 
Waste Streams or Volumes

 Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDS) 

 Hazardous Constituents and Substances

 % by Product

 Total Volume
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Improve Public’s “Right To Know” regarding Chemical Inventory, 
Stockpiles and Usage at the Community, State, and National 
Level

Support Emergency Planning for Hazardous Chemicals and 
Releases

Background	and	Introduction

EPCRA Goals
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Community Right To Know > Sections 311 – 313 of EPCRA

Emergency Planning > Sections 302 – 304 of EPCRA

Background	and	Introduction

EPCRA Requirements
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Background	and	Introduction

EPCRA at ‘25’, from EPA’s Website:

“…EPCRA has played a significant role in protecting human 
health and the environment over the last quarter century by 
providing communities and emergency planners with 
valuable information on toxic chemical releases in their 
area.”
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Emergency Planning ‐ Sections 
302‐303

 Provide one‐time notice and 
on‐going information for local 
emergency responders

Emergency Notification ‐ Section 
304

 Immediate notification about 
chemical release events (RQs)

Background	and	Introduction
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Community Right‐to‐Know 
Requirements

Inventory (Type and Quantity) 
Reporting

 Material Safety Data Sheets 
(MSDS) ‐ Section 311

 Tier I/II annual inventory of 
chemicals ‐ Section 312

Release Inventory (TRI) Reporting ‐
Section 313

Annual report of total releases and 
off‐site transfers of chemicals

Background	and	Introduction
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Background	and	Introduction

Terminology – “Facility”

 Reporting is facility based

 All adjacent and contiguous property under one 
ownership or control is one facility

 Division by public right‐of‐way has no effect

Recent	Enforcement
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Recent	Enforcement
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Recent	Enforcement
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Questions/Discussion


